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Paper Number 5.3 

 

 

 

Public Participation 

 

From Charmian Spickernell, Vice Chairman CPRE Wiltshire. 

 

Question One 

There has been reference to the SWLEP Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
How often have they met and where can details of the meetings be found please?   

 

Response 

The Joint Scrutiny Task Group has met on the following dates :  

 

Year Date 

2014 28 October 

2015 29 January  

19 March  

3 August  

29 October  

9 December  

2016 12 April  

6 July  

20 October  

2017 5 April 

 

The papers for the meetings can be found on the SWLEP website using the following link :  

 

http://www.swlep.co.uk/board-profiles/details#  and viewing the appropriate tag on the right 

hand side.   

 

The papers are also available on the Swindon Borough Council website using the link below: 

 

http://ww5.swindon.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=969&Year=0  

 

or the Wiltshire Council website using the link below  

 

http://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=1224&Year=0  

http://www.swlep.co.uk/board-profiles/details
http://ww5.swindon.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=969&Year=0
http://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=1224&Year=0
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Question Two 

 

With reference to the Western Access for Wichelstowe, given that the employment area is 
not well placed for road distribution and there are flooding problems, would a link with the 

town centre, providing local jobs, be more important for the town than a road leading out of 

the town?  Has public opposition to the M4 crossing over the years since 2002 been taken 

into account? 

 

Response 
The options for the Western Access have been thoroughly reviewed as part of the planning 

process which resulted in outline consent for the Wichelstowe development being granted in 

2005.  This process included extensive public consultation.  The options were further 

considered more recently as part of the “Western Access Review” undertaken by Peter Brett 

Associates in 2013.  This information was used to support the SWLEP funding allocation 

towards the Western Access scheme in 2014. 

 

The location of the Western Access ensures that the employment area within the 

Wichelstowe site has excellent connectivity to the motorway network. 

 

In addition to the existing road network link to the town centre from Wichelstowe, there are 
two SWLEP-funded projects to improve means of travelling from Wichelstowe into the town 

centre.   

 The Local Sustainable Travel Programme is building a series of safe cycle routes from 

strategic housing sites into the town centre. The route in the case of the 

Wichelstowe development is known as the Western Flyer; and 

 The Rapid Transit Programme is developing enhanced routes for public transport 

using software and cameras to ensure priority passage for buses through traffic light 

junction.  Again, the routes are from strategic housing sites, including Wichelstowe. 
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